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WHY?

I

T

M

n historic times extensive reefs mainly of the tube-building

polychaete occurred frequently in the sub-
littoral of the German Wadden Sea.

he natural succession in sabellarian reefs is characterized by

phases of (1) rapid growth after origin and (2) by stagnation fol-
lowed by (3) destruction.

iddle of the 1920 a netto decrease of sabellarian reefs at the

German North Sea coast started, but the reasons were un-
known.

Sabellaria spinulosa

th

A

T

mong the occurrence of dead reefs (lumps of empty tubes)

recently only three living reefs have remained, two in the Jade,
the third southerly from the island Sylt.

he poster summarises information on the effects of anth-

ropogenic impacts on sabellarian reefs. Finally a first action
plan is presented to activate reef development.
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Sabellaria - historical records
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